Charles Sutton (1756 – 1846)

T

he name Suttonia australis for the New Zealand
red matipo was first used by the French
botanist Achilles Richard in Essai d'une Flore de la
Nouvelle-Zélande (1832), which included many new
species collected on Cook's first two voyages.
Twenty years later J D Hooker in The Botany of the
Antarctic Voyage of H M ships Erebus and Terror
described Suttonia divaricata, weeping māpou, from
the Auckland Islands and wrote: "I have ventured to
retain M. A Richard's generic name of Suttonia for
this and several other Myrsinea of New Zealand, and
though the author gives no etymology of the name
I cannot but suppose it was adopted as a wellmerited compliment to the Rev. Dr Sutton of
Norwich, one of the original members of the
Linnean Society, and author of an excellent paper
on the British species of Orobanche [broomrape]
read before that society in 1797".

Collated to Thornham with Holme by the Sea on the
north Norfolk coast in 1794 by Dr Charles MannersSutton (1755–1828), then Bishop of Norwich and
later Archbishop of Canterbury, the Reverend
Charles Sutton remained vicar there for over fifty
years, until his death in Norwich on 27 May 1846,
aged 90.
Concurrently with his religious vocation, Charles
Sutton pursued a keen interest in botany. He was a
protégé of John Pitchford (1737? –1803), a catholic
surgeon, botanist and contributor to the Norwich
Cabinet. Pitchford also guided the young John
Edward Smith (1759–1828), who went on to study
botany as a medical student at the University of
Edinburgh and later founded the Linnean Society of
London (1788) before moving back to Norwich. A
delightful account by Sutton of a week's tour in
Suffolk in August 1787 with his friends William
Kirby (1789–1850) and Peter Lathbury (1760–
1820), "with a view to improve themselves in the
study of natural history", was rediscovered and
published in 2016 by the Suffolk Naturalists'
Society, and appears to contain the first Suffolk
record for a number of species. Kirby, a graduate of
Cambridge, curate of Barham in Suffolk, and
Sutton's future brother-in-law, was to become a
renowned entomologist, while Lathbury's
posthumus son, the Reverend Nathaniel Peter
Edward Lathbury (1820–1855) and Sutton both
had botanical records acknowledged by the Irish
botanist William Marsden Hind (1815–1894) in his
Flora of Suffolk, published in 1889.

Charles Sutton, the son of Edward Sutton, a draper,
was born on 6 March 1756 in Norwich in the county
of Norfolk, East Anglia, England, and was educated
at Wymondham School (possibly the original
grammar school adjacent to St Peter's Church). On
22 April 1775, at the age of 19, he was admitted to
St John's College Cambridge as a sizar (i.e. with
financial assistance from the institution, usually
offset by menial duties) and graduated BA in 1779,
MA (1782), BD (1794) and DD (1806). Ordained
deacon at Norwich in 1779 and priest the following
year at Wroxham with Salhouse, he was curate of
Fornsett St Mary and St Peter for eight years 1780–
88, and then Perpetual Curate of St George's
Tombland. In 1793 he was appointed rector of
Alburgh in Suffolk, a position for which a house and
salary were usually provided, and on 15 August that
year he married Charlotte, the daughter of William
Kirby, solicitor of Wittesham and widow of George
Meadows of Henley.

For many years the Myrsine genus was was split
into three separate genera, Myrsine, Suttonia and
Rapanea. However, due to inadequate characters
separating them, the approximately 200 species are
now combined in the one genus, Myrsine.

Myrsine australis
Myrsine, a genus of flowering plants in the
family Primulaceae, contains about 200 species
found nearly worldwide, primarily in tropical
and subtropical areas. The Pacific Basin and
New World species were formerly separated in
the genera Rapanea and Suttonia. Myrsine
australis (previously Suttonia australis), māpou
or red matipo, is a common shrub or small tree
of regenerating and mature New Zealand
forest in coastal to montane situations. Bright
red twigs bear undulate yellow-green leaves,
3–6 cm long, with orange or red oil glands.
Older leaves often have scattered dark
blotches. Whitish four-petalled flowers are in
small clusters, male and female on different
plants from mid-summer through autumn; the
fruits mature to almost black 12 months later.
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