Andrew Burn Suter (1830 – 1895)

B

orn in London, England, on 20 November 1830,
Andrew Burn Suter was the son of Richard
Suter, an architect of Castle Hill, Maidenhead, and
Ruth Anne, the daughter of Major-General Andrew
Burn. Both parents were evangelists and Andrew
was educated accordingly – at St Paul's School,
London, and from 1849 at Trinity College,
Cambridge. He graduated BA in 1853, was ordained
deacon in 1855 and priest the following year. He
was conferred his MA in 1857 and for three years
was curate at St Dunstan in the West, Fleet Street,
London. In 1859 he became vicar of All Saints in
London's East End, and on 7 August 1860 at
Barham Downs, Kent, he married Amelia Damaris
Harrison (b. 1828), the fourth daughter of Jemima
Elizabeth and the Reverend Thomas Harrison.

renowned for its hospitality and was a gathering
place on many public occasions. During his tenure
Bishop Suter made three visits to England and
attended two Lambeth Conferences. In 1886 he
made an episcopal visit to Samoa, Fiji and Tonga to
assess the needs of the English congregations there.
Side by side with his ecclesiastic work he promoted
science and the arts. His architectural background
and love of music was evident in the timbre of his
church services. An amateur artist, he was the first
president of the Bishopdale Sketching Club (later
the Suter Art Society) and he built up a substantial
collection of watercolour paintings by his friend
John Gully (1819-1888). The bishop perceived no
major conflict between science and religion, and as
president, urged the Nelson Philosophical Society to
devote itself to the natural history of the area.
Practising what he preached, he leased an area near
Cable Bay to protect it from fire and livestock.

When the Synod of Nelson, New Zealand, needed a
new bishop following the 1864 resignation of
Bishop Hobhouse, Suter was offered the position
and at Canterbury Cathedral on 24 August 1866 he
was consecrated the second Bishop of Nelson. He
also received his Doctor of Divinity degree that
year. After lengthy fundraising and recruitment
activities, Bishop Suter arrived in Nelson on the
Cissy in September 1867, with his wife, four clergy,
immigrant labourers and domestic servants.

After the resignation of 85 year-old Bishop Harper
in 1889 Octavious Hadfield was elected Primate of
New Zealand. However, the election was disputed,
and dissention within the church and overwork in
his diocese may have contributed to Suter's stroke
in 1890 and his resignation in 1891. He died in
Nelson on 29 March 1895. Shortly before his death,
botanist Thomas Kirk honoured him with the name
of a new Pimelea species, citing, "It affords me great
pleasure to connect the name of the Right Rev.
Dr Suter with this species, and to acknowledge the
help he has frequently rendered in forwarding
specimens of various New Zealand plants."
Immediately after the bishop's death Amelia gifted
some land, money and his art collection as the
founding donation for the Suter Art Gallery. Unwell
herself, she returned to England and died barely a
year after her husband. They had no children.

His hard work, sincerity, sympathy and interest in
the welfare of the community eventually overcame
early friction between colonists and newcomers. He
loved walking, and made regular visits to every area
of the diocese and, in the early days, the West Coast
gold fields. The number of clergy, churches,
vicarages and Sunday schools grew. Realising that
the diocese could not rely on recruiting English
clergy, he enlarged at his own expense the bishop's
residence to accommodate students, and undertook
the early teaching himself. Bishopdale became

Pimelea suteri
The generic name Pimelea is from the Greek
pimele 'fatty', referring to the oily seeds. The
family is commonly known as "daphne", after a
genus with pleasantly perfumed flowers. In
New Zealand the 19 species currently
recognised (all endemic) range from small
prostrate or decumbent plants to erect shrubs
up to about 2 m. Characteristics of Pimelea
suteri are its black stems, narrow leaves and
hairy leaf tips. Low alpine, it is confined to the
ultramafic rock of the mineral belt in eastern
Nelson to western Marlborough, and on Mid
Dome in Southland. The scientific study of
Pimelea began with collections made on Cook's
first and second voyages in the 1770s.
Photo: Shannel Courtney

54

