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Cedric Smith (1891 – 1963) 
 

edric Smith was born at Invercargill on  
16 January 1891, the son of Robert Smith and 

his wife Ada Emily, née Bliss. He attended Southland 
Boys' High School and studied at Otago University 
for a career as a surveyor and civil engineer. His 
studies were interrupted by war service overseas 
and although he finally graduated in 1923, war 
disabilities left him unable to do much survey 
fieldwork. In 1921 he married Elsie (Elizabeth Keith 
Annand Simmers), the daughter of George Annand 
Simmers, rector of Timaru Boys' High School, and 
his wife Bella (Isabella Glen, née Wallace). They 
honeymooned at Stewart Island, where Cedric had 
enjoyed holidays after his sister Ethel's marriage to 
Fred Traill.  
 

Cedric spent a few years doing some survey work in 
Timaru and Gore, then retired to Stewart Island on 
a full war pension, eking this out during the 
depression years by writing newspaper articles, 
selling insurance and doing any survey work 
required on the island. He and Elsie were both 
interested in natural history, and for 40 years they 
made collecting excursions from their homes at Mill 
Creek and then Halfmoon Bay. In the early days they 
sailed their 20-foot clinker dinghy Marigold, built by 
and purchased from Walter Traill, the postmaster, 
storekeeper and ranger on Ulva Island. Visitors with 
queries on natural history were referred to Cedric 
and Elsie, and as their three children left the island 
for higher education, they began to specialise. 
 
Cedric worked on the orchids, and in 1947 
suggested to Auckland botanist Dan Hatch that the 
Stewart Island form of Thelymitra uniflora was in 
fact Thelymitra cyanea, and sent him living material 
to prove it. About 50 of Smith's specimens are now 
in the Hatch Herbarium in the Auckland Museum. In 
1952 Hatch described a variant of what we now 
regard as Thelymitra cyanea, naming it Thelymitra 
venosa var. cedricsmithii … "gratefully dedicated to 
Mr Cedric Smith of Stewart Island, whose 
enthusiastic assistance has proved invaluable". Elsie 
painted the orchids, and Cedric also shipped fresh 
samples packed in moss for their daughter Judith, at 
school in Invercargill, to illustrate.   
 
He then took up mosses, lichens and fungi until 
1954, when the establishment of a Stewart Island 
museum took priority, and when Rakiura Museum 
officially opened in 1960 he was the founding 
(honorary) director. Elsie made a comprehensive 
collection of the Stewart Island shells for the 
museum, and another local resident, Eileen Willa, 
donated a herbarium of Stewart Island seaweeds 
and plants. Three years later, while Elsie researched 
at the Canterbury Museum, Cedric negotiated the 
repatriation of a Stewart Island artefact. The next 
morning, 27 June 1963, at their son's Christchurch 
home, he succumbed to a persistent heart condition. 
He was 72.  
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Thelymitra cyanea  
Thelymitra (Greek thelys 'female'; mitra 'turban'; 
referring to the hood of the column) is a genus of over 50 
species, predominantly Australian, of our most colourful 
ground orchids. The flowers open on dry days (hence the 
common name "sun orchids") and are relatively simple 
compared to other orchids, having almost regular flowers 
without a differentiated hood or lip. Thelymitra cyanea 
(Greek kyanos 'blue'), including the Stewart Island variant 
previously known as Thelymitra venosa var. cedricsmithii, 
grows in lowland to low alpine swamps and bogs, up to 
25 cm tall with a single linear, rounded fleshy leaf about 
half the length of the flower stem, and usually two bluish 
flowers from November to March. 

 


