John Matthew Richardson (1797 – 1882)
Matthew Richardson was born on 28 April
John
1797 at Slinfold in Sussex, England, and worked as

Richardson continued to flout the law, but after a
letter in 1829 from Charles Fraser to the Colonial
Secretary, upholding his character and skills and
urging clemency, he was assigned to a settler at
Cook's River. In 1836, as botanical collector with
Thomas Mitchell's expedition along the Murray
River, he discovered many new plants, 68 of which
were described by John Lindley as new species. He
is known to have worked as a gardener in the
Hunter Valley, and on 13 June 1852 at Patrick's
Plains (now Singleton) he married Catherine Doyle,
with whom he had seven children. He seems to have
had no more altercations with the law, and died at
Newcastle on 28 July 1882, survived by two sons
and three daughters of his second marriage.

a nurseryman at nearby Horsham. In March 1816
he was convicted of larceny and sentenced to seven
years transportation. After his arrival in New South
Wales on the Lord Eldon in September 1817 he was
assigned work in the newly proclaimed Sydney
Botanic Garden. Pardoned by Governor Macquarie
in 1821, he was sent back to England on the
Dromedary, in charge of a collection of Australian
plants and seeds, but was convicted again in March
1822, this time for burglary. His death sentence was
commuted to transportation for life, and on
6 November 1822 he arrived at Hobart on the Arab.
He worked there as a gardener (but was twice
accused of stealing) until Colonial Botanist Charles
Fraser arranged his transfer to oversee the
government gardens at Sydney. He subsequently
joined several collecting expeditions, including
those of John Oxley in 1823 when the Brisbane
River was discovered, and again in 1824,
accompanied by Allan Cunningham, when a penal
colony was established at Moreton Bay. Hibiscus
richardsonii is thought to have originated from one
of these trips. In Edwards' Botanical Register (1825)
the eminent English botanist John Lindley wrote,
"This beautiful addition to the Trionum section of
Hibiscus was raised at Mr Colvill's nursery, from
seeds collected by Mr John Richardson at Port
Macquarrie [sic], in New South Wales. We are
informed by Mr Sweet that he has named it after its
discoverer. We long ago received specimens of it
from Mr Charles Frazer [sic], collected on the banks
of the Nepean River."

On 10 July 2002 four generations of his descendants
planted a kauri pine (Agathis robusta) at the Darwin
Botanic Gardens in his honour. Today's Australians
are proud of their convict ancestors

On 13 July 1824 at St Phillip's Church, Sydney, John
Richardson married Jane Nelson, a former convict
who had arrived on the Mary Ann on 19 January
1816. Eight months after the birth of their son
Matthew William on 9 March 1825, the family left
Sydney on the Phillip Dundas for Melville Island
near Darwin, where John was to take charge of the
Fort Dundas military settlement gardens. He did
some botanical collecting there, and in August 1826
brought back plants and seeds from Timor, which
was closer (but more dangerous) than Sydney for
supplies. Water buffalo were introduced from
Timor in 1826 for use as draught animals and to
provide the settlement with milk and meat. After
the birth of the Richardson's second child Elizabeth
Melville Richardson on 27 March 1827, permission
to return to Sydney because of Jane's poor health
was withdrawn when her husband was involved in
illicit trading in spirits. However, the settlement
was abandoned in 1829 and the family returned to
Sydney where another son William was born on
8 October that year. When Jane died in 1830 the
two eldest children were placed in orphanages but
it is not known what happened to William.

Hibiscus richardsonii
The genus Hibiscus comprises about 200–220 species of
flowering herbaceous plants, shrubs and small trees
throughout the world. Puarangi, the New Zealand native
Hibiscus richardsonii, is an annual to short-lived perennial
herb up to one metre tall with uniformly white, cream to
very pale yellow flowers, sometimes with pale reddishpink striations near the base of the petals. Strictly coastal,
in disturbed habitats, it is found in northern New Zealand
and a small area of eastern Australia.
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