Pierre Marie Casimir de Pouzolz (1785 – 1858)

B

orn in Nîmes, southern France, on 1 November
1785, Pierre Marie Casimir de Pouzolz was the
fifth and youngest son of Pierre François Scipion
Annibal de Pouzolz. The name Pouzolz originated
from a place name meaning "little wells". From
early childhood Pierre lived in the nearby village of
Manduel, where his father was commissioner. In
1805, after completing his classical studies at the
College of Nîmes, Pierre, an ardent Royalist, became
a soldier – whether by choice or by conscription has
not been ascertained. In the circumstances, either
would be feasible! He participated in the
Napoleonic wars and in 1815 was promoted to the
rank of captain. His passion for plant collecting
seems to have developed about then. In1830 he
resigned from the army and returned to Manduel.

A member of the Linnean Society of Paris and of the
Academy of Gard, Pierre Marie Casimir de Pouzolz
died on 5 March 1858 in Rue de Savoie in Nîmes,
where he had lived for two or three years. A son,
Jules Isadore de Pouzolz (1822-1881), survived
him. His herbarium of 20,000 specimens collected
in France, Corsica and the Pyrenees, is preserved at
the Botanical Institute of Montpellier, and several
renowned botanists have commemorated him in
plant names. He also studied living and fossil
conchology, and was similarly honoured in the
mollusc Helix pouzolzii.

In 1830 also, botanist Charles Gaudichaud-Beaupré
(1789–1854) named Pouzolzia, a new genus of
herbaceous or shrubby plants in the nettle family
Urticaceae, in his compatriot's honour. Pouzolz
devoted the rest of his life to science and especially
the study of botany. In 1842, after nearly a quarter
of a century of work, his Catalogue of Plants that
grow naturally in the Gard was published. (The Gard
department is an administrative district named
after the River Gardon of southern France, and the
inhabitants are called "Gardois".) The first volume
of Flore du Departément du Gard appeared in 1854
and was completed and published posthumously by
Philippe Courciere, professor of natural history at
Nîmes.

Pouzolzia australis
Pouzolzia is a tropical genus of around 35
species of flowering shrubs and herbs in the
nettle family. A small bushy tree, Pouzolzia
australis has light green soft wrinkled triangular
pointed leaves with prominent veins on the
whitish underside. Very small flowers are
compactly arranged in clusters at the base of
the leaves. It is found in coastal forest, low
scrub, cliff faces and slips on Raoul and
Macauley islands in the Kermadec group, and
also Australia's Norfolk and Lord Howe islands.
The Kermadec tree nettle was formerly known
as Boehmeria dealbata.
Pouzolzia australis canopy, Raoul Island, 2009
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