Barbara Sydney Parris (1945 – )

B

arbara Jean Potter, a dressmaker from
Onehunga, Auckland, was on her OE (overseas
experience) in England in 1939 when she got
caught up in the events of the Second World War.
She met and in 1940 married Sydney Parris, a
widower and long-time controller of stores and
shipping at the Vickers-Armstrong works in
Weymouth. Their son Ian Duncan Parris was born
in Weymouth on 23 September 1942, and daughter
Barbara Sydney Parris on 25 March 1945.

Barbara Parris's childhood memories of weekends
spent there include collecting and pressing ferns,
"because being two-dimensional they are more
attractive than flowers when pressed". Her formal
education, which began at Sacred Heart Convent in
Weymouth, continued at Onehunga and Owairaka
primary schools and in 1951 at Papatoetoe West,
where her teacher (Mr Melrose) had a copy of
Dobbie and Crookes' New Zealand Ferns. He
encouraged her interest and helped her to identify
ferns, introducing her to the concept that species
with shared morphological characteristics were
aggregated into genera – heady stuff for a ten yearold! After her secondary education at Auckland
Diocesan High School for Girls, she took part in a
botanical survey of Spraggs Bush for the Auckland
Regional Council in 1965, and studying botany at
the University of Auckland, earned her BSc in1966
and MSc (Hons) in 1969. For the next two years she
gained experience as a taxonomic mycologist in the
herbarium of Plant Diseases Division, Department
of Scientific and Industrial Research (DSIR) at
Mt Albert, and on 19 October 1971 at the Auckland
Registry Office she married John Patrick Croxall.

In 1950 the family left for New Zealand on the
Orion. After staying six weeks with the children's
grandmother at Onehunga they moved to an old
house at Mt Albert, and in the spring relocated to a
property at Papatoetoe where a dressmaking
business, orchard, vegetable and flower gardens
were soon established. Holidays were taken, often
at Kerikeri in their caravan, and later at their
Matakawau bach on the Manukau Harbour.

During 1971–72 she worked on the collections of
pteridophytes (ferns and their relatives) from her
extensive fieldwork in Australia and Papua New
Guinea. Her career of more than four decades,
continued at the University of Edinburgh (Research
Associate 1973–75), the University of Cambridge
(curator of ferns and lycophytes 1976–79, Eileen
and Phyllis Gibbs Travelling Fellowship and PhD in
botany 1980–81) and the Royal Botanic Gardens,
Kew (curator of ferns and lycophytes 1982–88) and
included work on her collections from scientific
expeditions in Europe, Africa, Asia, North and South
America, the Pacific and Australasia.
Divorced in 1986, she married Esmond Adair Hart
in London on 20 June 1987, moved to New Zealand
the next year, and became director of Fern Research
Foundation, a non-profit organisation, first at
Auckland and then at Kerikeri, Bay of Islands. Her
other interests include horticulture, particularly
early cultivars of ornamental plants in New Zealand,
invasive plant species control, re-wilding gardens
and restoration of local native plant communities.
She is currently team leader for the Kerikeri Basin
Weedbusters and Project Island Song Weedbusters.
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Doodia media
The genus Doodia contains 15–20 species, mostly in
Australia, of colony-forming ferns distinguished by sporebearing structures in short lines each side of the mid-vein.
In New Zealand Doodia australis (syn. Blechnum parrisiae)
is abundant in northern coastal pohutukawa forest, light
scrub and grassy hillsides, and sporadic further south. The
pink young fronds become harsh with age, hence the
common name, rasp fern. The Māori name pukupuku,
which translates as ‘gooseflesh’, also refers to the texture
of the fronds.

In 2014 scientists from Te Papa and the University
of Melbourne, in an investigation of the Blechnaceae
ferns, recommended the adoption of the new name
Blechnum parrisiae for the former Doodia media,
honouring the fern expert Barbara Parris.
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