James Murray (1923 – 1961)
Murray was born at Forest Hill, near Winton
James
in Southland, on 3 April 1923, the eldest son of

they eventually moved into a flat at Fen Ditton,
northeast of Cambridge, where the first of their
three children was born. James worked in the
laboratory of Sir Alexander Todd, and after two
years of study was awarded his Ph.D.

James Campbell Murray (1883–1971) and his wife
Ann, née Jamieson (1891–1970), who had
emigrated from Scotland in 1909 on the same ship.
Together they cleared and farmed their Forest Hill
property and had four sons. Their firstborn, who
showed early interest and confidence in the bush,
made the long walk to North Forest Hill School for
two terms (1928–29), and then stayed with his
grandmother in Dunedin and attended North East
Valley School. When the local school closed, a school
bus took pupils to Winton, where James was dux in
1935. After a year at Winton District High School, he
boarded with his grandmother again and spent five
years at Otago Boys' High School, where he was
proxime accessit in 1940, dux in 1941, and took a
leading role in extra-curricular activities.

Back in Dunedin he re-joined the chemistry
department as lecturer and in 1958 senior lecturer
at Otago University. His chemical investigation of
New Zealand lichens, on which he published some
fifteen papers, led to his interest in their botany. He
joined forces with retired teacher William Martin,
who also collected lichens, and built up his own
collection and examined the scattered literature
then available. In 1959 he was awarded a Nuffield
Travelling Fellowship for study at Imperial College
and the British Museum. Between his herbarium
work in London and Europe, the family visited
relatives in Scotland. His first three papers on New
Zealand lichens were published, and he joined the
fledging British Lichen Society. On his return to
New Zealand in January 1961 he began a world
monograph on the lichen genus Sticta . On 22 June
1961 Jas (as he was known to friends, colleagues
and students) took delivery of his new Wolseley car
from the UK. Two days later, in an accident on the
Tieri Plain near Mosgiel, he died in it, aged38.

Continuing to excel at Otago University, he
graduated BSc on 8 May 1945 and was awarded a
New Zealand University Senior Scholarship and
Otago University's Junior Scholarship in
Experimental Science. In November that year he
attained First Class Honours for his MSc thesis on
extractives from the tree daisy Olearia paniculata.
Appointed assistant lecturer in chemistry in 1946,
he continued to combine his two loves, botany and
chemistry, and on a geological expedition to Port
Pegasus in January 1949, new plants, including the
foliose lichen Pseudocyphellaria coronata, were
found for chemical extraction back in the lab.

Ten lichen species and a genus from New Zealand,
Australia, Tasmania and Antarctica commemorate
him. The first, Cladonia murrayi, was described by
William Martin in 1962, from a 1959 Secretary
Island (Fiordland) collection by James Murray.
Yarrumia (a backwards spelling of Murray) is a new
genus established by David Galloway in 2015 to
accommodate two species formerly included in
Pseudocyphellaria. It also honours James Murray,
"who contributed so much to New Zealand
lichenology".

In December 1949 he married Audrey Douglas, a
Taieri farmer's daughter who had been a technician
in the chemistry department. A National Research
Fellowship enabled James to undertake fulltime
research at Cambridge University, and the couple
left for the UK in October 1950. Initially separated,

Cladonia murrayi
Cladonia is a lichen genus of about 450 species
in the family Cladoniaceae, widely distributed
in the northern and southern hemispheres.
Cladonia is the most speciose lichen genus in
New Zealand with some 70 taxa currently
recognised. Cladonia murrayi, a characteristic
red-fruited species with conspicuous apothecia
and long, well-developed basal squamules, is
found in subalpine or alpine peat bogs, fellfield, on moist soil or rotting logs at lower
elevations, from sea level to 1,500 m. It is
known from the Ruahine Range in the North
Island, western and southern areas of the
South Island, also Stewart Island/Rakiura and
Campbell Island, and in New South Wales and
Tasmania.
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