Andrew Price Morgan (1836 – 1907)

A

ndrew Price Morgan was born on 27 October
1836 at Centerville, in the state of Ohio, USA,
the son of Harrison S Morgan and his second wife
Lydia Ann Neuman. Nothing is known of his early
life and education. Most of his career was spent in
high school education, and he began his self-study
of botany when he was a teacher in the schools of
Dayton, Ohio. He became first assistant and then
principal in the rates-funded, non-denominational
ward schools, and then professor of mathematics at
Dayton High School.

first study of fungi at a time when little local
assistance was available, and procured a copy of
Hymenomycetes Europaei (1874) by Swedish
mycologist Elias Fries. For help with identification
of lichens and mosses he communicated with and
made the personal acquaintance of knowledgeable
American bryologists such as Curtis Gates Lloyd.
After more than three years of enjoyable
recuperation he was ready to return to Dayton, and
was principal of the Second District School for
several years.

As a member of the Dayton Light Guards, which
existed primarily to march in parades, he was a
well-drilled soldier. In April 1861, when President
Abraham Lincoln called for volunteers to end the
Confederacy rebellion, the guards became part of
the First Ohio Volunteer Infantry Regiment and
were despatched to Washington DC. In his knapsack
Morgan carried a stoutly bound copy of Asa Gray's
Manual of the Botany of the Northern United States.
He served again, as First Lieutenant in the Fourth
Independent Battalion Ohio Volunteer Calvary
1863–64; casualties were high – almost as many
died from disease as from wounds – and at the close
of his army service Morgan was very ill with
typhoid fever. Rather than confinement in a
schoolroom, he travelled the states of Wisconsin
and Minnesota for seven years as a representative
for a schoolbooks firm, until partial paralysis ended
his career. For two years he could not read or write.

His 23 years of retirement on his farm in Preston,
Ohio, "the happiest of his life", studying, reading and
working in his own way, led to more than forty
publications on fungi, some in the Journal of the
Cincinnati Society of Natural History, but more
especially in the Journal of Mycology. A number of
his publications include detailed illustrations (some
of them coloured with pastels or coloured pencils)
done by his wife. Andrew Price Morgan died of
pneumonia at his home on 19 October 1907, at the
age of 70.
Although he did not attend scientific meetings and
was personally unknown to most botanists, his
work was extensive and valuable and several fungal
species have been named after him. In honour of his
wife, Morgan named Hygrophorus laurae, currently
known as Limacium laurae. The pear-shaped
puffball or stump puffball Lycoperdon pyriforme,
present throughout much of the world (including
New Zealand), was moved to the genus Morganella
in 2003, but five years later, after further research,
Jacob Christian Schaeffer's 1774 name was retained.

In 1870 he married Laura Vail of Pomfret, Vermont,
and when he gave up travelling for the book firm he
went to her old home midway between the White
and Green mountain ranges. There he began his

Lycoperdon pyriforme
Lycoperdon (Greek lykos 'wolf'; perdon 'to
break wind') refers to the way the spores are
released, and are known literally as wolf-fart
fungi; the specific epithet pyriforme is Latin for
'pear-shaped'. Lycoperdon pyriforme (synonym
Morganella pyriformis) is found worldwide,
including New Zealand, either scattered or in
large groups. A pear-shaped or globular puffball 1.5-4.5 cm in width and 2-4.5 cm in height,
the fruit body is initially covered in short
pyramidal warts. The colour ranges from near
white to yellowish brown and a dark area at the
apex ruptures at maturity to allow wind and
rain to disperse the spores. A saprobic fungus,
Lycoperdon pyriforme attaches to rotting
stumps, logs or roots by rhizomorphs (thick
cord-like strands of mycelium).
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