Jean François Camille Montagne (1784 – 1866)
Pierre François Camille Montagne was born
Jean
on 15 February 1784 in the village of Vaudoy-en-

However, Montagne was essentially an independent
scientist, and was never linked to any institutions of
learning, relying on his own herbarium and library
in his modest Paris apartment, and access to the
rich resources of his friend Benjamin Delessert. By
1860 his failing eyesight precluded microscope
work. He was invalided by a stroke and died in Paris
after a second stroke, on 5 January 1886.

Brie near Paris in north-central France. Left
fatherless when very young, he embarked at Toulon
as an assistant helmsman at the age of 14 and
participated in Napoleon's campaigns in Egypt and
Syria. He then served as secretary to the military
chief of the Navy in Alexandria until the capitulation
of France in 1801. On his return to France in 1802
he studied medicine in Paris, and after qualifying as
a military surgeon two years later, was stationed at
the military hospital at Boulogne-sur-Mer. In 1806,
he was sent to Naples with the French army under
Joseph-Napoleon Bonaparte. Transferred to the
King's Guard in 1807, he served in the grenadier
regiment, becoming Chevalier de l'ordre royal des
Deux Siciles in 1808, and in 1815 chief surgeon of
the royal army in Naples.

The tropical fungi genus Camillea was dedicated to
him by Fries in 1849. In New Zealand he is
remembered in Sarcodia montagneana, an endemic
alga collected at the Bay of Islands by assistant
surgeon/botanist David Lyall in 1841 when the two
vessels of Ross's Antarctic expedition were there.
Irish algologist William Henry Harvey's work on the
seaweeds appeared in his Nereis Australis or Algae
of the Southern Ocean (1847–1849).

During the Neapolitan War he was captured by the
Austrians and imprisoned in the infamous fortress
of Arad. After his release the following year he
practised medicine privately in Paris, but was
recalled to duty in 1819. He took part in the 1823
French intervention in Spain, and for his conduct
during the siege of Pampelune was awarded the
Croix d'honneur. He became head of the military
hospital at Sedan in 1830 and retired from military
service in 1832, moved to Paris and devoted the
rest of his life to his scientific interests.
He had studied botany as a medical student under
Laurent de Jussieu and René Desfontaines, but it
was Louis Deschamps who had focused Montagne's
interest on the cryptogams (mosses, algae, lichens
and fungi), and throughout his military service he
collected specimens from his scattered posts. He
also made exchanges with collectors in the remote
French colonies, and was one of the first to study
the mycology of French Guiana, thanks to the
collector Charles Eugene Leprieur. Montagne was
also given the responsibility of working on
collections brought back from various French
expeditions, such as those brought back by Charles
Gaudichaud-Beaupré on the Benite and Dumont
d'Urville from the expedition of Astrolabe and Zélée.
His principal work, Sylloge Generum Specierumque
Cryptogamorum was published in Paris in 1856.

Sarcodia montagneana
Recent taxonomic work indicates Sarcodia montagneana,
the type species of the genus Sarcodia (Greek 'fleshy'), is
restricted to northern New Zealand, while a second
species, S. grandifolia, is found from Cook Strait southwards. Sarcodia montagneana is a red alga to 40 cm high,
with strap-like branching, tapered tips and often with offshoots along the blade edges. Subtidal from shallow
water to over 30 m, the discoid holfast attaches to rock
and cobbles on open coasts and in moderate shelter.

Montagne was a foreign member of the Linnean
Society of London and a corresponding member of
the St Petersburg Academy of Sciences, and in 1853
he was elected to the French Academy of Sciences.
His correspondents included Miles Joseph Berkeley
in England and the Swede Elias Magnus Fries, who
with Montagne and other mycologists, investigated
fungal blight of potatoes, vines and hops.
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