David Landsborough (1779 – 1854)

D

avid Landsborough (was McLandsborough)
was born on 11 August 1779 in Dalry,
Glenkens, Kirkudbrightshire, Scotland, the only son
and eldest of four children of John McLandsborough
and Isabel Hugan. Although his parents were of
humble circumstances, they did their utmost to
provide educational opportunities for their son.
David attended the parish school and Dumfries
Academy before entering Edinburgh University in
1798 to study theology. His love of music was
shared with John Thomson, also from Dalry, and
later minister of Duddingston; they became very
good friends, and from him Landsborough
developed an appreciation of landscape painting.
After distinguishing himself at college, he was for
several years resident tutor in the household of
influential Lord Glenlee at Barskimming. Licenced
for the ministry of the Church of Scotland in 1808,
and for a short time assistant in the old church of
Ayr, Landsborough was ordained minister of
Stevenston in1811 and remained pastor of the
parish for the next 32 years.

He ministered to his parishioners' religious needs,
tutored evening classes, established new schools
and carried out a regular census. On 18 March 1817
he married Margaret McLeish, the daughter of
James McLeish of Port Glasgow, and over the next
few years made several visits with her to the
neighbouring island of Arran. His interest in natural
history, which seems to have commenced around
then, led to publication in 1828 of a poem in six
cantos about Arran, and honorary membership of
the Irvine Burns Club. Four sons and three
daughters were born, but his wife, to whom he was
devoted, died in 1834, at the age of 37. A few years
later three of their sons, barely out of their teens,
immigrated to New South Wales, Australia, where
they took up land and ran sheep. John, the oldest,
later came to New Zealand and farmed at Otipua
Valley, near Timaru, and William became a noted
explorer and plant collector in Queensland. The
youngest son David, who was also interested in
natural history, became a minister in Kilmarnock.
In 1843, when many ministers broke away from the
established Church of Scotland to form the Free
Church, Landsborough became minister at
Saltcoats. The seashore replaced his beloved garden
and under his direction children prepared and sold
numerous sets of algae to raise funds for the church
and schools. His botanical studies progressed
successively from flowering plants to lichens, fungi,
mosses and algae, especially those of Ardrossan and
Arran. Several of his discoveries are recorded in
William Henry Harvey's Phycologia Britannica, and
Harvey named a new species Ectocarpus landsburgii
after him. On Harvey's recommendation,
Landsborough wrote A Popular History of British
Seaweeds (1849) and in 1852 a similar publication
on British zoophytes or corallines. Other works
include Excursions, on the natural history of Arran,
and Ayrshire Sketches, a small volume of religious
biographies. In 1849 he was elected an associate of
the Linnean Society, and the next year he promoted
establishment of the Ayrshire Naturalists' Club.
Ministerial visits in Britain were opportunities for
personal contact with his correspondents, and in
1852 he served the church in Gibraltar for four
months. During two cholera outbreaks in Ayrshire,
Landsborough ministered to the dying until he, too,
became ill and died on 12 September 1854, in his
76th year. The generic name of the New Zealand
endemic seaweed Landsburgia quercifoloa was
assigned in 1855 by Harvey "in honour of our
excellent friend the Rev. Dr Landsborough, author
of Popular British Seaweeds, etc., an accomplished
naturalist and most amiable man". The species
features on the $1.40 stamp in a native seaweeds
series issued by New Zealand Post in 2014.

Landsburgia quercifolia
Landsburgia is a brown alga, endemic to New Zealand,
with two of the three species restricted in distribution.
Landsburgia quercifolia, a large plant up to 1.5 m high,
has a cylindrical main stem and alternate branches. The
oak-shaped flattened leaves (Latin quercus 'oak'; folium
'leaf') are distinctive, the reproductive ones smaller and
easily recognised. The brown colour becomes black when
dry. The species is usually submerged in subtidal to deep
water on open coasts throughout New Zealand. The type
locality is the Bay of Islands.
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