William Jameson (1796 – 1873)

W

illiam Jameson was born in Edinburgh,
Scotland, on 3 October 1796, the son of
William and Anne (Spottiswood) Jameson. His
family were prominent citizens of the city: his
father was a writer to the signet (a solicitor) and
both his grandfather and great-grandfather were
involved in architecture and building. William grew
up in Edinburgh with his younger stepsister
Elizabeth. He learned Latin at the seminary and
from 1814 to 1818 studied at the Royal College of
Surgeons, Edinburgh, graduating in 1819 as Doctor
of Chemistry, Natural Sciences and Medicine. He
served as surgeon on whaling ships visiting Baffin
Bay and botanised on Waygat and Duck islands.
Between voyages he attended lectures in
mineralogy and journeyed on foot to Ben Lomond
and Ben Lawers.

In 1822 he sailed as surgeon to South America,
where the Spanish fleet attacked the vessel during
the Siege of Callao. Deciding to remain in Peru,
Jameson practised medicine at Guayaquil until
1826. He then moved to the more amenable climate
of Quito in Ecuador and after a year in practice was
appointed professor of chemistry and botany at the
university. He married Antonia Olivera in 1827. In
1832 an introduction through his friend Colonel
Francisco Hall led to part of the Alameda in the old
city centre being obtained from the municipality to
form a botanical garden. Jameson became a
committed revolutionary; with the president he
explored the region's physical and geographical
features, and in 1841 as a doctor, he sought a
suitable location for a leper colony. In the mid1840s he took part in expeditions to seek
archaeological objects for the museum, and in 1850
his daughter Carmen entered the convent at Quito
as a novice.
Jameson was appointed assayer and in 1861
director of the mint, and coins were struck with his
initials. In 1862 he travelled to England with his
sons Juan and Tomás. Then, in 1864, the
Ecuadorean government asked him to prepare a
synopsis of the flora of the country. Two volumes
and part of a third were printed under the title
Synopsis Plantarum Quitensium in 1865, but the
work was never fully completed. In 1869, on his
way to Edinburgh, Jameson visited his sons who
had settled in the Argentine Republic, and while
there he had his portrait painted by Benjamin
Franklin Rawson. Leaving again for Ecuador in
1872, William ("Gulielmo") Jameson became ill soon
after his return to Quito, and died there on 22 June
1873.
In recognition of his scientific work Queen Isabella
made him a Cabellero of Spain in 1866. His
botanical friends and correspondents included
Charles Darwin, William Jackson Hooker and his
son Joseph Dalton Hooker, and Isaac Bayley Balfour,
and some of the many new species Jameson sent
back to the Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew are
named after him. The liverwort genus Jamesoniella
was named by Richard Spruce (1817–1893), who
thought it resembled "miniature copies of the South
American fern genus Jamesonia".

Jamesoniella colorata
Originally described by Johann Georg Christian Lehman in
1829 as Jungermannia colorata, the species was moved
to the genus Jamesoniella in 1893, by Schiffin. A leafy
liverwort found throughout New Zealand, including
Auckland Island, Jamesoniella colorata usually forms
brownish to reddish tufts or patches up to 10 cm in
diameter. The stems are erect, up to 2 cm long, with the
leaves enlarging towards the apex. The leaves are closely
appressed to the stem when dry, slightly spreading when
wet. Jamesoniella colorata may be found on damp rock
faces, riversides and on rocks in streams, up to about
4,000' (1,219 m) altitude.
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