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William Jackson Hooker (1785 –1865) 
 

or almost a hundred years spanning the 19th 
and early 20th centuries, the Hookers, father 

and son, were to the forefront of world botany. Both 
made significant contributions to knowledge of the 
New Zealand flora, and around twenty species are 
named with the epithet hookerianus or hookeri in 
their honour. 
 
William Hooker was born on 6 July 1785 in 
Norwich, England, the son of Joseph Hooker, a 
merchant's clerk and his wife Lydia (née Vincent). 
From his father he inherited a love of plants and 
books, and from his mother, artistic ability. He was 
educated at the high school of Norwich, and after he 
left around 1802 he studied estate management at 
Stanton Hall. Following his natural history interests, 
he met leading naturalists in Norfolk and Suffolk, 
including Sir James Edward Smith, and in 1805, 
when he discovered a new moss, it was suggested 
he show it to Dawson Turner, a Yarmouth banker 
and botanist, whose protégé he became. A year later 
Turner sponsored his fellowship of the Linnean 
Society (one of the youngest ever admitted) and 
introduced him to Sir Joseph Banks, director of the 
royal gardens at Kew. 
 
A legacy from his maternal grandfather John 
Jackson on his 21st birthday enabled William to 
devote more time to botany. He visited Scotland in 
1806 and 1807, and in 1809 was encouraged by 
Banks to carry out a botanical survey in Iceland. 
From 1809 to 1820 he managed a brewery for 
Turner in Halesworth, Suffolk, but botany remained 
his main interest. He started writing and illustrating 
in colour a book on liverworts, and at the same time 
received frequent invitations from Turner to be a 

houseguest and make drawings for his own book, a 
history of British seaweeds. Hooker spent most of 
1814 touring Europe, initially with the Turners, and 
in 1815, he married their eldest daughter, 16 year-
old Maria. The first of their two sons and three 
daughters was born in 1818. Turner’s paternal 
patronage had disadvantages, though – his financial 
advice was sometimes disastrous, and William’s 
urge to travel was actively discouraged. 
 
However, his botanical work continued, with the 
publication of two books on mosses, one of which 
included descriptions of New Zealand mosses 
collected by Archibald Menzies at Dusky Bay in 
1791. William began to look for a professional 
botanical position, and in 1820 was appointed 
professor of botany at Glasgow University, which 
included supervision of the Glasgow Botanic 
Gardens. He was a brilliant and respected lecturer, 
and still managed to build up his own extensive 
herbarium, begin a study of ferns, and continue 
writing, editing and illustrating. In 1836 he was 
knighted for his services to botany. 
 
His long-term ambition was realised in 1841 when 
he became director of the Royal Botanic Gardens at 
Kew. His achievements there are legendary, 
building it up from a very run-down condition on 
his arrival to the esteemed and popular institution it 
is today. In 1855 his second son, Joseph Dalton 
Hooker, was appointed assistant director, and they 
worked together until William's death at the age of 
80, on 12 August 1865. Joseph then succeeded him 
as director of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew. 
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Raoulia aff. hookeri "coast" 
Raoulia is a New Zealand genus of mat and 
cushion plants. The mat-forming species are 
commonly known as mat daisies or scab weed. 
Raoulia aff. hookeri "coast" is an unnamed 
species that occurs sporadically around the 
Wellington coast, with a few populations in the 
South Island and Stewart Island. It forms 
rather soft silvery mats of tiny, boat-shaped, 
rounded leaves; the flower-heads are pale 
yellow and the fluffy seeds wind-borne. Plant 
material collected by Peter de Lange at 
Makara, Wellington, in about 1985, was grown 
in Hamilton and passed on to Mark Dean of 
Omahanui Native Plant Nursery, Tauranga, 
who introduced it to gardeners as Raoulia 
hookeri 'Makara'. 
 


