James Everard Home (1798 – 1853)
Everard Home was born in London on
James
25 October 1798, the son of Sir Everard Home,

For the next few years Home maintained contact
with New Zealand as a go-between for scientists in
England, such as Professor Owen seeking moa
specimens, and William Hooker anxious to know
whether Governor Grey had commenced his
botanical garden. In November 1850 Home, in
command of HMS Calliope, received severe head
injuries from loose capstan bars when the ship was
being towed to sea, bound for Australia. The
Calliope eventually arrived in Sydney on 27 July
1851 with fallow deer on board for New Zealand. In
the New Year of 1852 Home began a voyage
encompassing New Zealand, the Auckland Islands,
Van Diemen's Land (Tasmania) and back to Sydney,
exploring and assessing their economic potential.
Despite declining health he made further cruises to
neighbouring colonies and islands and may have
revisited New Zealand. Back in Sydney he became
severely paralysed and died on 2 November 1853.
He was buried in Camperdown Cemetery, Sydney.

sergeant-surgeon to King George III and physician
to the Royal Hospital at Chelsea. His mother Jane
was the daughter and heiress of James Tunstall and
widow of Stephen Thompson. At the age of eleven
Everard joined the navy as a midshipman and
served in the Mediterranean, Ireland and England.
In 1825 he was elected a fellow of the Royal Society
of London and in 1832 he succeeded his father as
second Baronet. Promoted to captain in 1837, Home
commanded the frigate North Star and served with
distinction during the Opium Wars, and while
stationed near Shanghai made observations, later
published, on the solar eclipse of July 1842.
He was then appointed senior officer to the
Australian station, with the frigate North Star and
corvette Haszard. In response to Governor Fitzroy's
request for military and naval support for his
installation in the north of New Zealand in the face
of Māori resentment, and investigation of the
Wairau affair in the south, Home and the North Star
showed the flag on several occasions in the early to
mid-1840s. After returning to Sydney and thence to
England, Home brought the North Star back to
Auckland on 18 November 1845 for Captain George
Grey's official landing and swearing in, and then
accompanied him north to Kororareka to assess the
military situation there. With war imminent, the
North Star moved to the Kawakawa River and a
base was found for the attack on Ruapekapeka (the
bats' nest), which was taken on 11 January 1846.
After the declaration of peace two weeks later,
Home visited the mission station at Paihia and met
Hone Heke, and the next day visited Kawiti and
Pomare at Kawakawa. By 16 February 1846 the
North Star was back in Sydney.

Geranium homeanum was collected by Everard
Home in 1845, and the label on his specimen "loco
dicto Perakiteri" was originally thought to have
been a misinterpretation of the Punakitere River, a
little inland from Kawakawa, but is now known to
be the Māori name pinakitere for the plant. It was
described and given its botanical name in 1863 by
Russian-born Nikolai Stepánovich Turczanínow
(1796–1863), who first identified several genera
and many species of plants. The original material is
in the National Herbarium of Ukraine.

Geranium homeanum
Of the 400 or so geranium species worldwide,
seven are native to New Zealand and nine
introduced. The common name cranesbill from
the Greek geranos 'crane' refers to the beaked
shape of the mature seed capsules. Geranium
homeanum (was Geranium australe) is a small
trailing Australasian species. Streaked white or
pinkish flowers in pairs are followed by long
hairy seed capsules that split into five sections
as they ripen. The hairy leaves have 3–7 main
lobes. In New Zealand it grows in dry to slightly
damp lowland places, often in competition
with adventive weeds, or in forest margins,
and is fairly common in the north. Known to
Māori as pinakitere or matua-kūmara, it comes
into flower when kūmara are being planted.
Roots were eaten when food was scarce.

41

