Johann Friedrich Karl Grimm (1737 – 1821)
Friedrich Karl (Carl) Grimm was born in
Johann
Eisenach, the chief town and capital of the duchy

In 1768 Grimm moved to Gotha to become personal
physician to the duke of Saxe-Gotha-Alternburg, a
member of his council and inspector of the mineral
springs in Ronneburg. He was also commissioned
to study the diseases prevalent in Rottenburg at the
time. Among his published works were descriptions
of his explorations in Germany, France, England, the
Netherlands and the Prussian States, written in the
form of letters to his friends (1775–81), and a much
appreciated translation of the medical works of
Hippocrates (four volumes 1781–92). His botanical
work included studying and describing the flora of
Eisenach, and two surviving letters written to
Linnaeus in 1766 and 1767. The Swiss-German
bryologist Samuel Ellisée Bridel-Brideri (1761–
1828), who studied at the University of Lausanne
and began work as tutor to the princes of SaxeGotha-Altenburg, dedicated the second volume of
his important work on mosses, Muscologia
Recentiorum (1797-1803), to Johann Friedrich Karl
Grimm. The moss genus Grimmia in the family
Grimmiaceae, originally named by the German
botanist Jakob Friedrich Ehrhart (1742–1795) and
published by his countryman Johann Hedwig
(1730–1799) in 1801, also honours him.

of Saxe-Eisenach in what is now the Thuringia
region of Germany. After spending his early years
there, he studied medicine at the University of
Göttingen, earning his degree in 1758 with a thesis
on optical physiology, relating to the incidence,
distribution and possible control of disease in and
around Eisenach. He returned to his hometown,
practised there for about ten years, and
corresponded with the Swiss-born physician,
researcher-naturalist and poet Albrecht von Haller
(1708–1777), who may have become known to him
during his early student days at Göttingen. The
university, known informally as "Georgia Augusta"
after its founder George II, king of Great Britain and
elector of Hanover, and starting classes in 1737,
was established to propagate the ideas of academic
freedom and enlightenment. In its first heyday, it
attracted scholars of worldwide repute to take up
professorships in "the city of science". Haller was
there from 1736–53 as professor of medicine,
anatomy, surgery and botany, and undertook
exhaustive biological experimentation before
returning to Bonn to continue his research.

Grimmia laevigata
Grimmia has a worldwide distribution, but in
tropic regions is found only in high alpine areas.
Of the almost 100 species, around 20 species
have been described in the past 20 years.
Grimmia laevigata ('polished, not rough') forms
neat to rather spreading cushions, brownish
and hoary, usually on volcanic rock, and is
frequently associated with species of Andraea.
Normally about 1 cm tall, and often wider than
tall, they are noticeably hoary due to the
usually long, rough hair-point, wide at the base,
of the 3 mm long leaves. When dry, the leaves
are closely appressed to the stem, but they
spread when moist. Capsules, which are
smooth when dry, are rare.
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