Jean-Pierre Sylvestre Grateloup (1782 – 1861)
Sylvestre Grateloup, the third of seven
Jean-Pierre
children, was born on 31 December 1782 in Dax,

On 28 December 1822 he married Emma Carré de
Sainte-Gemme, and moved to Bordeaux where their
son Arthur was born in 1824 and their daughter
Clementine in 1825. On 10 June 1828 he obtained
rectification of his civil status, enabling him to use
the title "de" in his name, his ancestors being of
noble birth. His medical expertise and considerate
bedside manner soon gained him a large clientele,
while he also conducted extensive research in the
natural sciences and wrote and illustrated many
publications. The most important of these were in
the disciplines of palaeontology (especially fossils of
molluscs and sea urchins) and zoology (live
molluscs, two of which he dedicated to his children:
Cyclostoma arthurii and Scularia clementinae). A
correspondent of the Linnean Society of Paris, he
was active and held office in the Linnean Society of
Bordeaux and the Royal Academy of Bordeaux, the
latter of which he was also made an honorary
member in 1859. Jean-Pierre Sylvestre de Grateloup
died in Bordeaux on 25 August 1861.

an ancient spa town in southwest France, where his
father was a merchant. From the age of seven he
was taught by his uncle Pierre Grateloup, superior
of the Carmelites, and eager to learn, he received a
solid grounding in the humanities, including Latin
and Greek. He also went herbalising in the Dacquois
region with physician Jean Thore (1762–1823),
who introduced him to botany, zoology and geology.
Another uncle, Jean-Baptiste (1735–1817), taught
him drawing and engraving. Destined for a career in
medicine, he became a pharmacy student at Dax,
and from 1802 to 18 06 studied at the Montpellier
Faculty of Medicine. His thesis was on diseases
relating to climate change and meteorology.
After graduating in 1807, Grateloup returned to Dax
and practised medicine, treating rich and poor alike.
Early in his career he was commissioned to survey
the region's geological and natural history features,
and the observations he made during his many
sorties were published in the prestigious journals of
the time. The fossil shells, in particular, attracted his
attention. His enthusiasm for botany, in company
with his childhood friend Jean-Marie Léon Dufour
and Dufour's friend Jean-Baptiste Bory de SaintVincent, focussed on the cryptogams (ferns, mosses,
liverworts, lichens, algae and fungi), and to make
further scientific contacts he became a member or
correspondent of learned societies in Landes, Paris
and Bordeaux. An assiduous member of the
municipal council of Dax , he was also custodian of
the natural history cabinet, first deputy of the
justice of the peace and chief physician (with
Thorne) of the temporary military hospitals, caring
for the soldiers of the Spanish campaigns and the
Spanish prisoners.

Many authors have honoured him in the names of
new genera and species, including the seaweed
genus Grateloupia, described in 1822 by his
Swedish contemporary, Carl Adolph Agardh (1785–
1859), professor of botany at the University of
Lund. It may have been based on one of the algal
collections made in the Pacific by Thaddeus Haenke,
a Bohemian botanist on the Spanish Malaspina
expedition of 1789–94, which called at Doubtful
Sound on 25 February 1793, and left a few Spanish
names to New Zealand topography. However, it was
not always clear exactly where Haenke's algae were
collected, and for some species there is uncertainty
about the correct names to apply. Two roads also
bear Grateloup's name: a dead-end at Dax and a

street in Bordeaux.

Grateloupia stipitata
Grateloupia, in the family Halymeniaceae, is a
large worldwide genus of red algae found in
warm temperate to tropical waters, with about
seven species known in New Zealand. One
species, Grateloupia turuturu, which is native to
the northern Pacific, has invaded the coasts of
Europe, North America and New Zealand.
Grateloupia stipitata (Latin 'with a stipe') is a
rich dark red seaweed up to 60 cm high, with a
flattened, solid main stem bearing leafy, hollow
side-blades of a slippery texture. Low intertidal
in pools and channels, and subtidal on rocks on
open coasts, it is known from the southern
North Island, South Island, Rakiura/Stewart
Island and The Snares/Tini Heke.
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