John Kimberley Forbes (1900 – 1976)
Kimberley Forbes was born on 6 May 1900 at
John
Waiau, North Canterbury, probably a son of

Nevertheless, five years later he received the
Canterbury equivalent, the Bledisloe Trophy, with
the citation, "The work of Mr Forbes in regenerating
a deteriorated native bush is outstanding. His
energy and singleness of purpose, his interest and
enthusiasm, his sacrifice and example, should be a
source of inspiration to our Society, both
individually and collectively."

Francis Charles Forbes (Frank) and Laura Derrett,
who were both from Leithfield, near Amberley. John
(usually known as JK or Jack) went to school at
Waiau and lived there all his life. In 1927 his wife
Christina (née Higgins), also of Waiau, gave birth to
their first child Margaret Joan, and from 1928 to
1931 he worked with his father, a carpenter. In
1932 his son Bruce John was born. Forbes then
made a living as a gardener, selling fruit and homegrown vegetables from a converted room in his
house and delivering as far afield as Hanmer. After
ten years 1942–52 as a baker and pastry-cook
catering for weddings and other events throughout
the Amuri district, he was contracted to build the
Rotherham Memorial Baths, which duly opened on
2 April 1955.

Forbes spread his message through several radio
talks in 1954 and 1955, and in 1957 he spoke to the
Native Flora Society on collecting native plants and
a trip up Mt Terako, his favourite locality in the
Amuri Range, north of Waiau. In December 1948
teachers Harry Talbot and Gordon Clark discussed
their plans with Forbes in Waiau on their way
through to climb Terako, and in March 1952 Forbes
took W B Brockie to the summit. Brockie returned
with material of an unusual willowherb, which in
1961 H H Allan named Epilobium forbesii "in honour
of Mr J K Forbes, who has done much to increase
our knowledge of the flora of the mountains
accessible from Waiau", and Forbes collected
specimens of a scree daisy, which Allan classified as
of uncertain, perhaps hybrid, status. Other botanists
later found similar plants in several new locations,
and in 1997 it was described as a new species and a
new monotypic genus, Rachelia glaria. In his latter
years JK led members of the newly founded (1962)
Amuri Camera Club on Terako excursions, and
"helped" with the hardware business his son Bruce
had opened in Wairau. He died in Princess Margaret
Hospital, Christchurch, on 5 June 1976 and was
buried at Waiau.

His early interest in native plants included
collecting, photographing and conserving them, and
led to his purchase in 1944 of some 40 acres of
steep, eroding riverbank bluffs just a short walk
from the township. Aptly naming it "Tuke Ngahere"
(tuke 'cliff' and ngahere 'forest') he set about
reducing further scouring, eradicating rabbits and
planting additional species native to the region.
Tracks were made, and visitors welcomed. Leasing
an adjacent 48 acres of Crown land, he hoped to
have the block proclaimed a sanctuary, and for this
work was recommended for the Loder Cup in 1950.
However, there were other deserving contenders
for the award, and although strongly supported by
W B Brockie, who was then curator of the Otari
Native Botanic Garden in Wellington, his
nomination was unsuccessful.

Epilobium forbesii
Epilobium (Greek epi 'upon'; lobos 'a pod',
referring to the flowers on top of a long seed
pod) is a large genus of around 200 species of
willowherbs, mainly of temperate regions, with
many species native to New Zealand. Restricted
to the high greywacke mountains of eastern
Marlborough and north Canterbury (Mt Terako)
on mostly fine-grained scree, Epilobium forbesii
is a semi-fleshy plant about 10 cm tall, with a
deep taproot, an extensive root system and a
few partly trailing to upright brown or purplish
branched stems ending in a cluster of overlapping coarsely serrated leaves with sticky
glandular hairs. The white or pinkish flowers
among the upper leaves are followed by sticky
green capsules, ripening to dark brown, on very
short stalks.
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