Susan Fereday (1810 – 1878)
John Fereday (1813 – 1871)

T

he Feredays were early ironmasters who began
major development of the Ellowes area in
Staffordshire (now West Midlands), England,
around 1793, when cannon balls were in high
demand.

Susan Fereday was a trained artist and a skilled
water-colourist, and the natural environment
around "The Grove" where they lived from 1846 to
1849 provided many of the native plants she
painted and exhibited. (The Georgian home, built in
1829, still attracts visitors.) Her husband sketched,
but is better remembered as a keen photographer.
In 1863 he produced stereoscopic portraits of the
Bass Strait Islands and their inhabitants, taken on
his regular mission voyages – the first known visual
record of the European sealers and their Aboriginal
wives and children. Susan shared her husband's
interest in natural history, especially of the algae;
they worked closely together and she became an
expert in her own right. Many renowned botanists,
naturalists and other scientists enjoyed their
hospitality, and William Henry Harvey, Professor of
Botany at Trinity College, Dublin, and passionate
about phycology, was a frequent visitor. In his
memoir he wrote that the clergyman "had a boat
and dredge, and at once volunteered himself as a
firm ally and assistant". He dedicated Volume IV of
Phycologia Australica to his hosts, and in the preface
to Volume V expanded on his earlier comments:

John Fereday was born at Ellowes on 8 November
1813 to ironmaster John Turton Fereday and his
wife Ann Cecelia Hamming, the second of their ten
children. He was educated at Oxford, trained for the
Anglican ministry and in December 1836 at Gumley,
Leicestershire, he married Susan Apthorpe. In 1846,
with their five children, they left England on the
Tamar and arrived in Van Diemen's Land
(Tasmania), where Fereday was soon appointed to
St Mary Magdalene Church in George Town on the
eastern bank of the Tamar River mouth.

During my residence at George Town, Tasmania,
the Rev. J Fereday rendered me the most efficient
aid in prosecuting my researches. His boat and
strong arm were almost daily at my service, and
many thousands of specimens were collected
under his auspices. He knew all the best localities
on the Tamar, and was continually my guide to
them. Without his able guidance and active
assistance my visit to George Town would have
proved comparatively unfruitful, instead of
yielding me a rich harvest of specimens. To
Mrs Fereday I am indebted for many beautifully
preserved specimens, and for aid in 'laying out'
and drying the tubsful of delicate algae, which we
almost daily brought home.

In Volume I (1858) the green alga Cladophora
feredayi was named for John Fereday, and in
Volume III (1859) Nemastoma feredayae and Dasya
feredayae honour his wife Susan.
John Fereday was fatally injured on 8 April 1871
in a horse-and-gig accident at George Town. Four
years later Susan moved with her unmarried
children to Sale, Victoria, to be near her youngest
daughter Elizabeth (born in Launceston in 1849)
and son-in-law, Charles Thomas Brewer. Susan died
on 21 October 1878.

Cladophora feredayi
Cladophora (klados 'branch'; phero 'to bear') is a very
large genus of filamentous green algae, attached or freefloating, with a worldwide distribution in temperate and
tropical regions. Cladophora feredayi is typically found in
colder southern waters. It is an erect bright green plant
up to 40 cm high with a bare rigid lower stem and
slender, flexuous, finely and densely branched upper
stems. The holdfast is a rhizoidal disc. Low intertidal to
subtidal on rock, on open coasts in Australia, it is widespread south of the Cook Strait shores in New Zealand.
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