John Clayton (1695 – 1773)
Clayton was born in England in August 1695,
John
possibly at Parsons Green, Fulham, now part of

virginica of eastern North America. Clayton's name
became well known in American and European
botanical circles. He corresponded with Peter
Collinson (1694–1768), a London mercer with
business interests in North America, who
encouraged him to collect mosses and other nonflowering plants, and John Bartram (1699–1777) in
Philadelphia, with whom he exchanged seeds and
advice on the cultivation of native plants, many of
which he raised in his extensive garden. Clayton
also noted traditional Indian use of the plants that
he studied. In 1743 Bartram advocated Clayton for
membership of the American Philosophical Society,
and in 1747, on the recommendation of Linnaeus,
he was elected to membership of the Swedish Royal
Academy of Sciences. During the mid-1750s Clayton
began work on a new Flora Virginica, to include
illustrations by George Dionysius Ehret, a foremost
botanical artist of the period, but was thwarted by
the appearance in 1762 of a second edition of
Gronovius's flora.

Greater London. He was the son of Lucy and John
Clayton (1666–1737), half-brother of Thomas and
Arthur Clayton, and grandson of Alice Bowyer
Buggins and her second husband Sir John Clayton.
His father, who had studied at Eton and Cambridge,
had been called to the bar in 1691, and his
grandfather, also a barrister, was an original fellow
of the Royal Society. Disputes over the Clayton
estates in England apparently led to members of the
Clayton family settling in the Colony of Virginia in
North America in 1705, and in 1714 John's father
was appointed attorney general there. John junior,
who was probably educated in law also, first
appears in existing records for 7 October 1720 as
clerk of Gloucester County Court, a position he held
for more than fifty years. On 2 January 1723 he
married Elizabeth, the daughter of Beverley and
Major Henry Whiting. They established their home
"Windsor" near the Pianketank River, and had eight
children: five boys and three girls. They also owned
a large garden and tobacco plantation, and acquired
more than thirty slaves.

Around 1769, with failing eyesight, Clayton hired an
assistant to help with his work in the county clerk's
office. However, he visited Orange County on a last
collecting expedition in 1772, and is reported to
have rewarded people who found native plants new
to him. The next year he was elected the first
president of the new Virginian Society for the
Promotion of Useful Knowledge. After a short
illness, he died at his home on 15 December 1773.
His valuable notes and updated manuscript of Flora
Virginica, then in the care of his son, were lost in
1787 when the British burnt down the New Kent
County House where they were stored. In 1794 the
English naturalist Sir Joseph Banks purchased the
specimens John Clayton had sent to Gronovius, and
they now constitute the John Clayton Herbarium in
the Natural History Museum in London.

Clayton's interest in botany may have evolved from
his friendship with the English artist and naturalist
Mark Catesby (1682–1749), who lived for several
years with his sister in Williamsburg, Virginia, while
collecting seeds and botanical specimens. Later,
when Catesby returned to England, Clayton sent
him further material from Virginia. From about
1734 Catesby passed Clayton's specimens on to
John Frederick Gronovius (1690–1762) in the
Netherlands and they eventually became the basis
of the latter's Flora Virginica (1733–43). Gronovius
named one of Clayton's specimens after him and
Carolus Linneaus subsequently adopted the name in
1753 for the well-known "spring beauty", Claytonia

Montia calycina
Montia is a widespread and recently enlarged
genus of around 50 species, including the eight
New Zealand endemic species of Neopaxia, all
of which reach the alpine zone. Montia
calycina ('with calyx-like involucral leaves') is a
glabrous, semi-succulent mat-forming herb up
to 50 cm diameter. The flower buds are white,
sometimes flushed pink; mature flowers are
white, with the filaments more than half the
length of the tepals, the style white and the
anthers pink to pink-red. It is common in the
main mountain ranges of the central North
Island southwards to Nelson, Marlborough and
Canterbury. Montane to high alpine, mainly on
disturbed stony sites, it was first described
from the Ruahine Range as Claytonia calycina
by William Colenso in 1896.
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