Valentine Jackson Chapman (1910 – 1980)

V

alentine Jackson Chapman, the son of Canon
Thomas Jackson Chapman and his wife Amy
Evelyn Wynn, was born on 14 February 1910 at
Alcester, Warwickshire, England. He was a scholar
at Alcester Grammar School from 1918 to 1923, and
then Marlborough College, a Wiltshire school for
sons of Church of England clergy. After graduating
MA in botany from the University of Cambridge, he
researched the East Anglian marshes for a PhD in
1935. He then spent a year 1935–36 as Henry
fellow at Harvard University in the United States.
On his return to England he was appointed lecturer
in botany at Victoria University, Manchester, and
from 1937 he was back in Cambridge as a research
fellow at Gonville and Caius College.

Stewart Island/Rakiura, in 1945. He named it "in
honour of Professor V J Chapman of Auckland
University College, New Zealand, whose assistance
and friendship over a period of many years have
been greatly appreciated".
In the 1960s Chapman, with zoologist John Morton,
founded the university's Leigh Marine Laboratory
northeast of Auckland city. He published around
one hundred papers and several books on algology,
mangroves and coastal conservation, initiated the
Marine Reserves Act 1971 and promoted marine
farming and coastal conservation. Prominent in the
politics of the university, he served on its council,
helping to plan the School of Medicine and pressing
for chairs in cell biology and plant pathology.

On 23 June 1938 at Alcester he married Phyllis
Claire Parks. The next year he led a research team
to Jamaica, which laid the foundations of his lifelong
interest in mangroves. During the Second World
War he was engaged in seaweed surveying for the
British Ministry of Supply, and he also spent some
time in Ceylon (Sri Lanka) attached to the South
East Asia Command. In 1945 he was appointed the
first professor of botany at Auckland University
College; he arrived in New Zealand in 1946 and was
to lead the department for more than 34 years.

Outside the university, he was a governor of Massey
Agricultural College and an advocate of the
Auckland Regional Botanic Garden, a member of
Auckland City Council's Civic Reform group and the
Metropolitan Drainage Board. He founded and was
president of the New Zealand Epilepsy Association
and was also involved in the establishment of the
New Zealand Neurological Foundation. A leading
Anglican churchman, he was a lay reader and
governor of St John's College for a number of years.

His ongoing enthusiasm was for the marine algae,
and his early research students were directed
toward studies of shore zonation rather than plant
anatomy. In 1949 primary school headmaster and
seaweed enthusiast Victor Lindauer (1888–1964)
was invited to join the botany department of the
university as a senior research fellow, to investigate
the taxonomy of the New Zealand seaweed flora.
Lindauer's Notes on Marine Algae of New Zealand
(1949) include his description of Spatoglossum
chapmanii, which he had collected at Port Pegasus,

Although he took a leading role in several major
conservation organisations, his recommendations
were sometimes considered conservative, and as in
his advocacy of grass-eating carp to eradicate
Rotorua lake weed, controversial. His overall
achievements remained high, however, and he was
awarded the OBE in 1974 and the Queen's Silver
Jubilee Medal in 1977. He died suddenly at his home
in Auckland on 5 December 1980, survived by his
wife and three sons.

Spatoglossum chapmanii
Spatoglossum (Latin spatium 'expanse'; Greek
glottis 'tongue') is a widely distributed brown
seaweed genus with one endemic species
currently known in New Zealand. Membranous
when
young,
Spatoglossum
chapmanii
becomes corrugated and split with age into
long wedge-shaped segments up to 50 cm in
height. The branches, golden to dark greenish
brown in colour, often have frayed tips. The
thickened hairy disc holdfast attaches to rock,
from extreme low water to the subtidal zone
on moderately exposed coasts, and it has been
collected from Manawatāhi/Three Kings in the
north, to the subantarctic islands. The type
locality is Port Pegasus, Rakiura/Stewart Island.
Port Pegasus, Rakiura/Stewart Island, 2007
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