Gustave Beauverd (1867 – 1942)

O

f humble parentage, Gustave Beauverd was
born in Geneva, Switzerland, on 20 March 1867.
At the age of seventeen he began an apprenticeship
with a lithographic business in Geneva, and from
1886 to 1890 he attended the School of Fine Arts
for special studies in woodcutting. For the next six
years (1891–97) he followed the trades of
engineering and draughting at Ardan (Valais) in the
heart of the Alps, and from 1897 to 1900 he worked
as a draughtsman, engraver and retoucher in
Geneva.

From his appointment in 1900 Beauverd devoted
himself wholeheartedly to botany, specialising in
pteridophytes (ferns and fern allies), bryophytes
(mosses and liverworts) and spermatophytes (seed
plants). He published some 400 papers, mainly in
the Bulletin de la Société Botanique de Genève and
other Swiss scientific journals and co-authored the
series Icones Florae Alpinae Plantarum. Most of his
work was illustrated with his own neat and
informative drawings of little known plants,
especially those of Switzerland and neighbouring
French regions. He was a member of the Merithian,
the botanical society of Switzerland, as early as
1894, and the Société Botanique de France from
1931. In 1925 he was bestowed an honorary Doctor
of Science degree by the University of Geneva.
Retiring to Ovronaz, a holiday and health resort in
the canton of Valais in 1940, Gustave Beauverd died
two years later in the small village of Clarens in the
municipality of Montreux, on 19 March 1942.

His enthusiastic study of local plants came to the
attention of politician William Barbey (1842–1914).
Barbey had married Caroline, the daughter of
prominent botanist Edmond Bossier (1810–1885),
and became interested in botany also. He and his
wife sometimes went on trips with Bossier and
collected in their own right for their Herbier BarbeyBoissier in Geneva. In 1885 Barbey founded the
publication Bulletin de l'Herbier Boissier, which in
1910 became the Bulletin de la Botaniquè de Genève.
Shortly after his father-in-law's death in 1885,
Barbey took charge of his herbarium, purchased a
property close to his own and erected a building to
house the combined Barbey-Bossier collections, as
well as the rich library of Edmond Bossier. To
ensure their maintenance and to make them
available to researchers, he entrusted them to the
custody of his conscientious and learned compatriot
Gustave Beauverd.

He is the taxonomic authority of several genera, and
Beauverdia, a genus of South American plants in the
Amaryllis family, is named after him. Several plants
with the specific epithet beauverdiana or beauverdii
honour him, also. When botanist Leonard Cockayne
needed a new name to correct a misidentification in
Raoulia, a genus of New Zealand mat-forming plants
in the daisy famly, he called it Raoulia beauverdii,
acknowledging Gustave Beauverd's taxonomic work
on the genus and the quality of his original
description and illustration.

Raoulia beauverdii
Raoulia (named by Joseph Hooker after the
19th century French naval surgeon and
naturalist Etienne Raoul) is a genus of 20–30
species of ground-hugging mat and cushion
plants commonly known as scabweed and
vegetable sheep respectively, the majority
reaching alpine areas. One of the few lowland
species, Raoulia beauverdii is coastal on sand
dunes and is also found inland in short tussock
grassland (often in pockets of limestone)
easterly from Canterbury to Southland. It
differs from other species by its open rather
than turf-forming habit, and dark grey rather
than white foliage. Its leaves, unlike those of
somewhat similar Raoulia monroi, are arranged
spirally.
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