Matteo Bazzani (1674 – 1749)

T

he liverwort genus Bazzania will be familiar to
many bryologists, but knowledge of the person
it was named after is sketchy. Matteo Bazzani, the
son of Carlo Bazzani, was born in Bologna, northern
Italy, on 16 April 1674. He studied at the University
of Bologna and graduated in philosophy and
medicine on 5 March 1698, in his fourth year. Most
of his research was on bone growth. He obtained his
degree in 1700 and the next year was appointed
professor of anatomy. For several years he taught
theoretical and practical medicine, building up a
reputation as a doctor, anatomist, naturalist and a
fluent writer of Latin, and was president of the
Bologna Academy of Sciences until December 1711.

In 1821 the liverwort genus Bazzania in the
Lepidoziaceae was published by the British botanist
and mycologist Samuel Frederick Gray (1766–
1828) in A Natural Arrangement of British Plants.
The son of a London seedsman, Gray turned to
medical and botanical writing after failing to qualify
for medicine. His was the first British flora to
employ Jussieu's natural system of plant
classification, but it was poorly received by
conservative botanists of the day and probably
deserves to be better known.

Matteo Bazzani supported the scientific work of
others. In 1733, when physicist Laura Bassi (1711–
1778) became the second woman to receive a
university degree and the first to be offered an
official teaching position at any university in
Europe, he made an impressive oration praising her
talents and drawing attention to the long heritage of
learned women associated with the University of
Bologna.
He was also a patron of Pier Antonio Micheli (1679–
1737), Italian botanist, mycologist, plant collector,
professor at Pisa and curator of the Florence
botanical garden, after whom Linneaus in 1737
named Michelia in the Magnoleaceae – a group of
trees and shrubs (now included in Magnolia) that
have become popular ornamentals in New Zealand.
After many years of tireless work at the university,
Bazzani retired and became emeritus professor in
1739. He died at Bologna on 20 December 1749.

Bazzania sp.
Bazzania is a very distinct genus of leafy
liverworts with a worldwide distribution.
The plants usually form dense clumps
often near the base of trees, or on humus
in forests. The stems are characteristically
Y-branched, and the leaves, which are
regular in size, stand out more or less at
right angles to the stem, even when dry.
Another feature is the presence of long
minute-leaved stems from the underside
of the leafy stem. Underleaves are also
present. Sporophytes are extremely rare in
the dozen or so New Zealand species.
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